
 

 

 

Dear [CANDIDATE NAME], 

ADDRESSING SCOTLAND’S DRUGS CRISIS 

We are writing to seek your support in the run up to the forthcoming UK General Election to address 

what the Scottish Affairs Select Committee has recently described as the ‘Drugs Crisis’ in Scotland. 

Last year, 1,187 people lost their lives to drug-related deaths in Scotland, a rate per head of 

population nearly three times that of the UK as a whole. Alongside drug-related deaths, we are also 

experiencing the largest outbreak of HIV in the UK since the 1980s, affecting people who inject 

drugs in Glasgow city centre.  

We appreciate that the majority of drug-related policy areas are devolved to the Scottish Parliament 
and, as organisations involved in supporting people living with or affected by HIV and hepatitis C, we 
engage with decision makers in Scotland to promote public health and harm reduction approaches. 
 
However, drugs policy set by the UK Government continues to have a significant impact on Scotland’s 
response. In the build up to the forthcoming UK General Election, we are therefore calling on 
Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for Scottish constituencies to commit to urgent action to 
reduce both drug-related deaths, and HIV and hepatitis C transmission in Scotland. 
 
We would appreciate your assurances that, as Prospective Parliamentary Candidates, you will 
call on the future UK Government to: 
 

a) take a public health, rather than criminal justice approach to drug policy, acknowledging 
the underlying causes of drug use, including poverty, homelessness and inequality. 

b) work with the Scottish Government to implement integrated, evidence-based approaches 
to drugs policy that address these underlying causes. 

c) amend existing regulations attached to the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 in such a way as to 
enable the operation of a pilot Drug Consumption Room in Glasgow, or to devolve the 
necessary power to the Scottish Parliament. 

d) consult on the issue of decriminalisation of possession of small amounts of drugs for 
personal use across the UK. 

e) promote appropriate and non-stigmatising language when discussing drugs, and challenge 
misrepresentation where it occurs to improve public understanding of drug related 
issues. 

 
In making these calls we are mindful of recent reports from House of Commons committees on 
Scottish Affairs and Health and Social Care and agree with their view on the need to reframe drug use 
as a health rather than a criminal justice issue. 
 
We have attached a background briefing for your information and look forward to hearing your views 
on these matters. If you want to sign our pledge and join our campaign for evidence-based drug 
policy, then print out the attached pledge, take a photo with you holding it, and post on social media! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Nathan Sparling, Chief Executive of HIV Scotland 
Grant Sugden, Chief Executive of Waverley Care 
Hosanna Bankhead, Chief Executive of the Hwupenyu Project 
Clive King, Scotland Partnerships & Development Manager of the Terrence Higgins Trust 
Rachel Halford, Chief Executive of the Hepatitis C Trust 


